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Abstract

The Effects of a Differential Reinforcement of Other Behavior-based
Token Economy System on the Social Communication Skills
of a Student with Developmental Disabilities

in a Post-High School Specialized Vocational Program

Lim, Eun Sook*(Korea Nazarene University, Professor)
Jeong, Yeon Seo (C2C ABA Center, ABA therapist)
Hong, Ee Rea (Baekseok University, Professor)

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of a differential reinforcement of other
behavior(DRO)-based token economy system on the social communication skills of a student with
developmental disabilities enrolled in a post-high school specialized vocational program. The participant
was a male student with Down Syndrome who exhibited severe aggressive and noncompliant behaviors
towards his peers and teachers. Considering the severity of the student’s behavior, a case study design
was employed without a baseline phase. The dependent variables included receptive behaviors(e,g.,
following teachers’ directions), expressive behaviors(e.g., making requests), and social skills(e.g., turn-taking,
following three-step directions). The results of this study suggest that the participant demonstrated
improvements in the targeted behaviors. Additionally, this study indicates that a DRO-based token
economy system is effective in developing the social communication skills of an adult with developmental
disabilities. Furthermore, during the process of collecting tokens, the participant increasingly engaged in

classroom activities followed teachers’ directions more frequently.

Key words : developmental disabilities, DRO, token economy system, social communication skills
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